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Every country at war maintains an elab-
orate secret service to advance its cause by
penetrating the«‘enemy,’_s military, political,
economic and diplomatic positions — while
guarding its owt. o ‘

The functions of such an agency are far'
flung and -vayled, from stealing ciphers and
viecing togéther information about enemy
agenty by intereepting mall to cultivating
influential pergons’in allied and néufral coun-
tries and passing out selected tidbits of
propagandsa  and Information to friendly
journalists and coientators.

"‘Room 3603""{8 a frank account of how
CEBTBYRAIN carriéd out one phase of such
. clandestine operation. from a base in New
Vork during } d War II. The director wis
Canada-born “Sir 'WIIHAM Stephenson, who
had heen '§ "combl, pllot in World Wi 1
and subsequently ‘&tyuired a fortuneiin the
field of télegraphié, fransmission of piehives.

" The, afg;thor,—la',ra‘";ji’cop named H. Montgom-
ery -Hydey.ls.a. fotier member of Stephen-
son’s orgatiiz n' #nd seems to procéed on
the “now ib.can be 1nld" basis. The resul}, is
3 story of considerable Intrinsic faseination
which casts a number'g{ sidelights on_the
purely nomifal cha tef of American,fieu-
trality, 'a§ “fiterprétéd ‘by President Rodse-
velt. v p w0 ‘

“As Mr!'Hyde ‘réeogrlises, Stephenson’s

. Browing organization “rqp_rqsented an obvi- .
ous threat ,to,“r%'f &843es neutrality.’ ¥Rut

J. Edgar Hoover siid the FBI could not have .

bewy Tiiors cbﬁﬁg%ﬁ}?f Hoover suggestrd
its camopilay "'_}fnaggﬁ,iﬁﬂtish,Securityg 3 Gane
ordination. He ﬁlced! at, Stephenson’s dis-

reledd’ channel which pro- .
s3i9mledns ‘of communica. -
tion with LondGHI"ARd, as Mr. Hyde puts it:

. “*On & personal basis'he (Hoover) warked
very closely with Stephenson:to further #hat
was then the wholly unneutral purpose of
protecting and fugthering Britlsh interest in
the war agdinst Germany. and Italy, ang. he
instructed his officers to.assist BSC in every
way open to them.’ . ...

Help from “Wild Bill
Gen. Williagi (1Y

a:.t < iy ; £y - N
the U.S. during the verlod of Ametica’s far- -
mal neutralify. ' When Dongven went on a!
fact-finding “#iskion to i Balkans and, the ’
Mediterranean &788 in 1he sbring of 1941 he
was accompanied by this énthusiastic rec-
ommendation’ ffém Stepienson o
" coptrolling inifluence
over Knox, strong 'nﬂi%;?;}é‘épe over St_h%ofn.

11’) Rongvan was

friendly advisoy infliielite” Gver ~Pregident

and Hull . Bel publican, 3 Gatho-.
lic and of Ims_h_?c‘{iéjc t, he has following of

fodltlon to the Administra-
tion., . , It was I)’%ngvaﬁ who was responsi-
ble for getting ts the destroyers, the bomb-
sight and other ufgeént requiréments. .
There 18 n

aleast
- finitely moamgxgﬁhﬁ through%

any other individual. . , . He is very re-

_British cause tnh ' .

ceptive and should he mada fully aware of
our requirements snd deficiencies and can
te trusted to reoresent our needs in the
right quarters and in the right way in the
u.s.A” ‘

No wonder Donovan. received an over-
whelming red carypel reception from the Brit-
ish authorities. And according to Mr. Hyde,
Donovan wasg instruniental in bringing about
an antizAxis coup in Yugoslavia which may
have ii’fgcted'the later cqurse of the war by
delaying Hitler’s invasion of Russia by some
six weeks. . o )

On Novewnber 27, 1941, James Roosevelt
visited Stephenson with a message from his
father which Stephenson telegraphed as fol-
lows to London: “Japanese negotiations off,
Services expect action® within two weeks.”
Uearl Harbor $cgurred .dayg, after this
Inessage was delivered, which makes the
question of U.8. unpreparedness £qF this blow
still more py .~ f;:"“'-. CoE

In the inte®als ‘of Playing the perpetual
ganwe of hide.ahd-seek with Nazi agents (a
tasl facilitated by the fact thaf the British
apeurd mail deSlined for Europe in Bermu-
da). Stephengon” found time to keep a close
waten on intée tionist and isolptionist or-
zan:zations I ¥ U, 8., “and Prepared several
haressments. . fou & ,él‘,%a:-. First, among oth-
ers counteffel@p tickefs for a rally of that |
oricanization
Biam,

It the hope.of causing canfu-
e o

Atgong oﬂ'ire%ﬁ?@ff@ episodes the author .
fimieribes a quick-witfed woman operative of
2 nrganization who made a nogturnal ren-
vons with™d™ doriféderate in the Vichy
#ieveh Bmbagsy for the purpose of stealing
. maval cdde;’(dﬁdédiv_er_ted the suspicion of
watchman by taking off her clothes and |
miving the impiés¥ion that nothing more po-
Hsieally significant than. a Halson was in
ivaspect, Ea

¢ oav far a Columnist

ihere. are somé&_ interesting datg on jnflu-
Hwing. the Americg ™ PFess. TH the case of |

. ing that he would not
¢ they made

“(He) kept extensive records, both in hig
head and on his files, of the misdemeanors
of important public inen, mainly of politi-

ciana in Washington. He

knew which Sena-

tors and Representatives had been financial-

1y ‘taken care of’ hy big

business lobbyists,

and which had been unfaithful to their wives,
Moreover, he was said to be adroit at hint-

again what wag
departments.”’

use the information, if
& point of telling him now and
going on in their offices and

Mr. Hyde explains td the uninitiated the
advantages and disadvantages of using the

" services of ‘“double agents”
lurid account of the training

assault and hattery,

and gives g
‘In mayhem,

assassination and sabo-

tage given to operatives brepared for work

behind "enemy lines. -

His' bdgk affers ‘convincing proof that the

smooth-

ular, gqlum‘hist, Stephenson, accord- : Briti at Service in ‘Ameérica, in World
Vit the author, ‘'was not only able to.place Wiy in World- War I, was a
ews I Hig column, but “on oceasibr to | Luhning and cfficient operation. ARE fe sup-
#uppiy lim With ‘copy”’ for a part or even the P plies Bhf srante support for those

whole. 6f the,column itself.” Even with this
lapse ofitime it inay come as a little surprise
io readery, ot this columnist that they were
being offepd Mot his indepe ie
2060/ Eaden Gl ARBELED0A
te ol a foreign- government. _Of another
named eolumnist Mr. Hyde writes:

fhe war agouw! the Axig

histori-

ans who believe that the decision to enter

was, for all prac-

tieal purposes, tuken long before Pearl Har-
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